
14 The real Erin Brockovich
Julia Roberts made her famous in an
Oscar-winning film of her life. Now, as
Erin Brockovich comes to Dublin, Susan

Daly talks to her about how she secured a

$333 msettlement from the American
energy giant PG&E, and how you can be
sexy and still do a aood iob

Erin
Brockovich is an inspir-

ing woman who hasn't given
up on chasing truth and jus-

tice. Julia Roberts played Erin in the
2000 movie which chronicled her

story: how a dyslexic, single mum
with no formal legal training took
on the American energy giant
PG&E, accusing them of contami-

nating the drinking water supply of
the Californian town, Hinkley.

Erin's tireless probing resulted in

a $333 msettlement for the town's
residents and, since then, she has
become a poster woman for cham-

pioning the underdog.
Susan Daly spoke with Erin

(pl 4), who is coming to Ireland this
month as guest of Glenisk to mark
National Organic Week with a lec-

ture at UCD on September 20.
For all her trials, in and out of the

courtroom, Brockovich says she is

still an optimist, a "glass half-full"

gal and has been happily married
for nearly a decade.

Actor Robson Green is also

happily married, to a woman he
credits with turning his life around.
In our cover story this week, he
tells Phil Penfold how family life has

helped him enormously.
"I used to get so wound up and

was the 'cheeky, Georgie chappie" on
the outside, but in reality I was a

bagful of nerves and "what ife',* said

Robson, who battled with dyslexia
all his life.

"I can confidently say that I am
today a much, much happier per-
son, in control of myself, relaxed
and chilled out — more than I have

ever been before. That is all down
to Vanya," said Robson.

On the food front, Georgina
Campbell has some ideas for entic-

ing children and teenagers into the
kitchen and Antonia O'Keeffe talks

to interiors expert Suzy Hoodless on

mixing old and new.
Have a great week,
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